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therefore, he was so far from approving the opinion, as he did
hate those that believed it.51

Soon afterwards, a proclamation appeared commanding the
suppression of the book. The House received the news with
Suppression pleasure, and ordered that thanks should be given to
of the book. tjie King for the promptness with which their wishes
had been met

A few days after the King's disavowal of the opinions con-
tained in Cowell's book, Bacon, in the name of the Commons,
March a. once more brought the subject of tenures before the
Lords at a conference. He begged them to assure
the King that, in asking for leave to treat, the Lower
House had never intended in any way to diminish the Royal
revenues. It was a mistake to suppose that the dignity of the
Crown would be in any way affected by the concessions the
King was asked to make. The right of wardship was by no
means peculiar to Royalty. It was no longer by the feudal
tenures that men were under obligations to serve the Crown.
The soldiers who had followed the English captains in the
late wars had been bound by very different ties from those
which compelled a vassal to hold himself in readiness to
defend his lord. When the musters were held in the counties
of England, men never dreamed of asking whose tenants they
were, or how they held their land. All they remembered was
that they were the subjects of the King, and this they would
never forget if all the tenures in existence were swept away at
a stroke. If the change would deprive the King of the right
of protecting those who had hitherto been his wards, he must
remember that he would only relinquish his claim in favour
of the nearest relations of the orphans, who were, above all
others, most likely to care for their welfare. Nor would there
be the slightest difficulty in providing means by which the
misuse of authority by harsh or avaricious relatives might be
kept in check. He concluded by requesting the Lords to
join the Commons in petitioning the King to give his answer
as soon as he conveniently could. The work before them was

1 ParL Del), in 1610, p. 24.    It is curious that no care was taken to
record this admission in the journals.